
Highlights of Vestry Meeting - November 8, 2016 
 
Opening & Formation:                                                                               
The meeting opened at 7:01 p.m. with prayer led by Fr. Allison.  A quorum was present. A brief time of formation and 
discussion followed. 
 
Guest Discussion: 
Jim Minsterl is requesting permission for the Grivna family to go ask members for money (looking for gifts directly from 
members, not for money from the church). They are looking for financial support to make their house ADA compliant as 
their daughter, Marysue, grows and it becomes more difficult for her parents to manage her.  They have bids ranging 
from $55,000 to $92,000 for the needed modifications.  They will also need a wheelchair accessible van. The first time 
they asked for money, there was a trust established, which has $27,300 in it.  Jim Minsterl and Jason Heiselmeyer are 
the current trustees.  They are requesting permission for the family to make a presentation to the congregation and do a 
second round of asking for donations. Donations are to be put directly into the trust, with no money passing through any 
church accounts. The consensus of the vestry was that they would consider granting permission if Jim can gather a little 
more information about what other avenues of assistance they are pursuing. 
 
RECTOR’S REPORT 
Update: DeLotto and Sons regarding roof: 
This is an open and ongoing issue. DeLotto brought some people out recently to do air quality and moisture testing of 
interior spaces. No other progress has been made, and we continue to keep in contact with our lawyer. We have not had 
to pay anything yet to our lawyer beyond the $500 retainer. 
 
Vestry Nominations: 
There are only two nominees so far, but Fr. Roy is not concerned about this. He urges the vestry not to be anxious about 
it either. It will be acceptable to have a ten-person vestry. At the end of the Annual Meeting, the vestry members will 
remain, to elect their new Junior Warden. 
 
Proposed 2017 Budget Discussion: 
The proposed budget will be talked about at the Annual Meeting. Attending one of the two upcoming discussions will 
help you understand how to talk about it at Sunday’s meeting. This budget is just a get-by plan, to do the day to day 
operations, without robust programs and growth. Also remember that 2016 had a big jump in our budget because of the 
mortgage increase (the interest paid went from a 1% rate to 3%).  
 
 
SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 
Nothing to add to the written report. 
 
 
JUNIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 
Charlie Towater secured an agreement with Elite Painting to do the exterior for $25,000. Charlie and Bill Kunkle have 
confidence in this company and they also guarantee to follow Sherwin Williams specifications to prep and repaint. Part 
of the prep is that we need to have the plants cut back from the building perimeter. Phil Petresky will take care of 
trimming back the plants. The target start date is November 21st. painting should take ten days to two weeks.  
 
An A/C contract recommendation will be made at the December meeting. The outside lights were looked at by a 
professional sign person, who picked up our old lift for scrap. Jean has reserved a lift for changing light bulbs in the 
sanctuary.  
 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS REVIEW 
Overview of progress for each Commission since October meeting: 
Name Tags – Bill Lynch: 



Bill sent an email proposing to stick 2-piece magnets to the backs of the existing tags. This would be a very cheap way to 
get away from the corded holders we have. We can store them on a magnetic dry erase board, or people can keep the 
tags as they are.  
 
Fundraiser – Latrice Markison: 
Latrice is familiar with Krispy Kreme fundraisers, selling a dozen doughnuts for $10. This represents $4.75 profit above 
the purchase price for each dozen. She would like to try it out, and we would need to determine what the funds would 
be used for and what would be good timing relative to other things going on in the church. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT   
Income 
Income for October was slightly up from what was budgeted. To date, we are $10.3K behind in 
revenue and $20.0K net behind for the year. We need to continue to watch our expenses and focus on closing the gap 
toward year end. 
 
Expenses and Cash Flow 
We kept our expenses down this month. As for cash flow, our Operating Account has a balance of $38,936.23 (this 
includes today's deposit). However we have $8,000 in outstanding payables and a transfer to restricted of $8,589.30 
pending. So realistically we have $22,346 in our operating account. We need to keep our expenses down and move 
toward a strong year end closing with giving. We do anticipate revenues to pick up some these last two months, but not 
sure if we can close the gap completely. However, at the same time we will have to continue to manage our day to day 
expenses closely while also accounting for any unplanned but necessary maintenance expenses. 
 
Approval of Financial Reports: 
Dale Johnson moved to accept the October financial reports. The motion was seconded by Sandi Gaudet and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
A financial correction needs to be made: In October the Outreach Committee requested to spend $500 of their 2016 
budget to donate to Marcia Allison’s mission trip to Honduras. This $500 transfer to Our Little Roses was supposed to be 
made from the Outreach budget (5082), and not from the Outreach restricted fund (8380). Tina will correct the transfer 
for the November statements.  
 
Conclusion:                                                                                                
The discussion was opened to reflections and final comments. The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:02 p.m.  A 
closing prayer was led by Fr. Roy. 
 

Commission Reports, November 2016 
 
 
SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT – Dale Johnson  

 

The month of October and into early November have been spent judiciously working on the budget, 
moving forward on painting the building and especially on how to secure more pledging members.  Fr. 
Roy attended a CREDO conference in Alabama.  He reported that it was a very good conference. A 
priest has to be invited to this conference, so once again we are blessed to have Fr. Roy as our spiritual 
leader.  For more on the senior warden report please refer to the annual report which will be 
presented at the annual meeting, November 13. 

 
 
JUNIOR WARDEN’S REPORT – Jean Jakob 
 



We had our final Workday for 2016 on October 15th. I'd like to thank all the Vestry Members who were 
able to attend. It was a very busy weekend, but, we accomplished the items on the list. There is much 
less to do as we have minimized the excess storage and the building is much cleaner so it takes less 
time to clean. I will conbine the cleaning supplies that were purchased for workday with those used by 
our cleaning crew. I am recommending that we reduce the number of workdays to every other month. 
I have one Saturday a month scheduled for 2017 and the new Junior Warden can decide. Our calendar 
gets filled very quickly so I reserved with the idea we could delete. 
 

Reference the AC units: Dale Johnson and I have received 2 maintenances bids. They look the same, 
but, there is a vast difference in the price. I've asked Dale to assist me in making a recommendation 
and will also enlist the help of the new Junior Warden. I will be prepared to make a recommendation 
to the Vestry at the December meeting. If they are indeed offering the same service we will be able to 
“shave” a great deal from the AC budget. 
 

I have also stepped up a number of other maintenances, such as roof and gutter cleaning. We can 
prolong some of the replacements if we maintain. 
 

I have found a cherry picker at Home Depot for $280 for the day. The biggest problem is that we 
cannot reserve it. My plan is to pick it up at noon on Monday, December 19th and make it available to 
those who are willing to change lights in the Sanctuary. On Tuesday, Dec. 20th in the AM we will hang 
the greens (which is always John Newton's favorite time of the year). I will start running a notice for 
“help” Thanksgiving week and hopefully we'll get enough workers. I've checked with Jim M. and he 
says we have the correct bulbs. 
 

Regarding the outside lights that are attached to the building, Jim Minstrel and Howard Marsh are 
working on them the week of Oct. 31st through Nov 4th and hopefully I'll be able to give an update at 
the meeting. 
 

Please remind people not to donate anything without checking with the Junior Warden who will 
discuss it with the Senior Warden and the Ministry for which it is intended. Having spend a great deal 
of time the last 2 years cleaning out things “that the church would need at some time” I would 
STRONGLY recommend that we not take items unless there is an immediate need. I realize when Fr 
Roy arrived we did not have a system in place. We do now and I would suggest that we use it. 
To the best of my knowledge we had 3 chair caddies; 2 large ones and 1 small one. I can only find 1 
large one and the small one. Does anyone know where it may be or when was the last time it was 
seen? The number of chairs seems to be close to what we should have. 

ADULT EDUCATION – Dale Johnson 
 

Adult Sunday School 
The adult class meets between services and enjoys breakfast while also engaging in a meaningful 
lesson.  During the month of October Tom Sturch lead the group in a teaching and discussion of the 
Bible, particularly the book of Genesis, from an agrion perspective. The last Sunday of the month 
Michael Parise led the group on a historical study of the vestments used by the ordained leaders in the 
church. Our November lessons will focus on the annual meeting on November 13 and then move 
forward to a study on Advent led by Fr. Roy.  This special time of instruction is always enjoyed by those 
who attend, won’t you join us? 
 

Monday Morning Bible Study 
Led by Kathleen Amritt and Sherre Henley the Monday Morning Bible study group continues in the 
study of the Gospel of St. John. 
 



Book Club 
Under the leadership of Kathy Gibbons the book club continues to read and discuss quality literature 
on the 4th Tuesday of each month 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – Latrice Markison 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
 
ENDOWMENT – Bill Lynch 
 

Nothing to report.   
 

 
FELLOWSHIP – John Newton 

 
Nothing to report.   

 
 
MEMBERSHIP & GROWTH – Bill Lynch 
 

Nothing to report.   
 

 
OUTREACH & EVANGELISM – Marva Duncan & Anna Ashworth 

 

October Gift Card Drive_ Jewish Family Services 
St Marks has joined with the Jewish Family Service for the October Gift Drive to collect $10 Boston 
Market gift cards to be distributed to seniors or couples who live alone and are not able to prepare for 
Thanksgiving meals.  JFS will be collecting the cards early November for distribution. 
 

Soles4Souls Drive to Benefit Haiti 
St. Mark's is collecting new and gently used shoes for Soles4Souls to send to Hurricane Matthew 
victims in Haiti.  The collection began October 26 and will end November 27, 2016.  The shoes will then 
be taken to a collection center in Florida and sent on to a sorting and distribution center.  Soles4Souls 
is a faith-based organization providing shoes to the needy in the United States and 127 countries 
throughout the world. As of October 30, 14 pairs of shoes had been placed in the collection boxes in 
the atrium.  Beth Ries, phone 805-550-0899, is in charge of this project. soles4souls.org  
 

Outreach for the “Our Little Roses mission”  
The weekly request for support for this ministry continues in order for Marcia to provide gifts for the 
girls at the Our Little Roses orphanage when she travel to Honduras on January 30th, 2017. 
This mission provides opportunity for improved education and provides a safe, secure and loving 
environment of unity, respect and dignity. The girls are empowered and transformed into successful 
women with moral and spiritual values, and strengthened through the teachings of Jesus Christ.  
 

Christmas Angel Tree _ Jewish Family Services 
Plans are underway for the St Marks third annual Christmas Angel Tree drive in collaboration with the 
Jewish Family Services who will distribute the gifts to the needy children of our community. The plan is 
to collect about 150 items by early December or sooner.  



 

Trinity Café 
Members from St. Mark’s continue to volunteer at Trinity Café on Fridays.  Trinity Café is located at 
2801 N. Nebraska Ave in Tampa.  Anyone interested in volunteering can sign up at 
http://www.trinitycafe.org/volunteer or call 813-865-4822.  
 

Boys Scouts 
The Scouts held their annual Christmas wreaths sale on Sunday October 23,2016. No other update 
available. 
 

Ongoing Peanut Butter and Tuna Drive 
No Update 
 

African Team Ministries    
Next update will be in December 2016. 

 
 
STEWARDSHIP – Bill Lynch 

We have volunteers to speak for the remaining services on 11/6 and 11/13. I will be distributing thank 
you notes at the Vestry meeting to send to all of our speakers. 

After the Annual Meeting, I will be proposing a "Thank you dinner" to occur early next year, as a 
fellowship / stewardship event. 

 
 
WORSHIP – Sandi Gaudet 
 

Along with several members of St. Mark’s including Fr. Roy, Deacon Mary Alice, Seminarian Vickie 
McDonald, I attended the 48th Annual Episcopal Diocesan convention held on October 14th & 15th in 
Punta Gorda. Never having attended a function similar to this, I was very impressed with the 
magnitude of it as well as the representation of the various parishes within the Southwest Florida 
region. Workshops were offered both days as a learning experience. Prayer is also very important and 
was displayed various times throughout the weekend. I look forward to hopefully attending next year. 

  
 
YOUTH & FAMILIES – Anna Ashworth 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) – 3 yrs through 5th grade 
November will be an exciting month for CGS at St. Mark’s.  That’s because St. Mark’s is sponsoring the 
Level 1 training for future facilitators.  Level 1 is a 90-hour course, with classes meeting the first 
Saturday of each month until the hour requirements are accomplished.  The first class will be 
November 5, 2016, and the final class will be sometime in 2018.  Each class will meet at St. Mark’s.  
Fifteen people from the Tampa Bay area have signed up for the class, and one of them is from St. 
Mark’s! 
 

In the classroom during the months of November & December, the children and facilitators will 
concentrate on the Advent season, celebrating the arrival of God’s great gift to us.  God gave us profits 
who gave us clues about this great gift.  The children will explore the following clues about what this 
great gift, Jesus, would be:   
 



1)A Great Light, 2) He would have many names, 3) The names indicated it would be a male, 4) A young 
woman would be his mother, and 5) He would come from Bethlehem. 
 

Closer to Christmas, the classes will be focusing on exploring the “infancy narratives” – the incidents 
that pertain to Jesus’ birth, such as the moment when Gabriel asks Mary to be the mother of the baby, 
the visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, Jesus’ birth, and the visit of the wise men. 
Level 1 Classroom Facilitators – Sherre, Irene, Ingrid 
Level 2 Classroom Facilitators – Judy H. 
Level 3 Classroom Facilitators – Lynn W. 
 

***Children ages 3 yrs through 5th grade will be in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd classrooms 
during the Annual Meeting. 
 

Youth – 6th-12th grades 
In October, the youth Sunday School classes moved back into Classroom #4 (they had been meeting in 
the youth house for a while).  Their ongoing service project continues to be the Clean Kits.  They are 
accepting donations for soap, razors, deodorant, and men’s socks. Trunk or Treat was on October 29th.  
I have not yet heard how this went, but plans were to decorate cars and to hand out candy.  November 
11-13th is the New Beginnings Youth Weekend.  It is also the 30th Anniversary of this program in the 
Diocese of SWFLA.  Some of the youth are planning to attend. 

 


